K -
g

D

Gunnison Whitewater Park




U.S. Drought Monitor September 9, 2025

(Released Thursday, Sep. 11, 2025)

DROUGHT MONITOR MAP Colorado

AS OF JANUARY 13, 2026
DROUGHT.GOV

U.S. Drought Monitor January 13, 2026 Iné—nsfl
(Released Thursday, Jan. 15, 2026)

Colorado Valid 7 a.m. EST ik
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The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale
conditions. Local conditions may vary. For more
information on the Drought Monitor, go to
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About.aspx

Author:

Brad Pugh
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The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale
conditions. Local conditions may vary. For more
information on the Drought Monitor, go to
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National Drought Mitigation Center
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DROUGHT CONDITIONS

CHANGE

SIXMONTHS

DROUGHTMONITOR.UNL.EDU
JANUARY 13, 2025

Drought conditions on most of
the Western Slope have seen
improvement in the range of 1
to 3 classes over the past six
months.

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Colorado
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Wet Conditions
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Source(s): UC Merced, via Climate Engine

Data Valid: 01/10/26 D I'OUght.gO'

SHORT-TERM
MULTI-INDICATOR
DROUGHT INDEX

DROUGHT.GOV
JANUARY 13, 2025

This map shows the approximate
existing drought conditions based on

precipitation and moisture that has
actually occurred over the last three
months. /
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PREVIOUS 30- DAY

DECEMBER 14- JANUARY 13
DROUGHT.GOV, JANUARY 13, 2026

Precipitation ranges for entire
Gunnison Basin over past 30 days -
zero to areas of up to 100%
throughout the basin
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7-Day Quantitative Precipitation Forecast for @ m @

January 16-23, 2026
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Source(s): National Weather Service Weather Prediction Center

Last Updated: 01/16/26 Drought.gov



PRECIPITATION
GUNNISON RIVER BASIN

NRCS

JANUARY 16, 2026

PRECIPITATION ACCUMULATION IN GUNNISON

n
Reset Range Link to data: CSV / JSON Station List

Max
Current as of 01/16/2026: Median ('91-'20)
% of Median - 92% ——— Min
% of WY Median - 29% Stats. Shading
Days Until End of Wy - 258 2026 (15 sites)

Percentile - 31
2020 (15 sites) /

Median -9.6”
2020-8.8”

2026 - 8.9”

Precipitation Accumulation (in.




PRECIPITATION
UPPER GUNNISON RIVER BASIN

NRCS

JANUARY 16, 2026

PRECIPITATION ACCUMULATION IN UPPER GUNNISON

Reset Range Link to data: CSV / JSON Station List

Max
Current as of 01/16/2026: Median ('91-'20)
% of Median - 90% e MinN
% of WY Median - 27% Stats. Shading
Days Until End of WY - 258 2026 (8 sites)

Percentile - 25
2020 (8 sites)
Median - 8.0” /

2020-8.3”

2026-7.2”

Precipitation Accumulation (in.




SNOW WATER EQUIVALENT
GUNNISON RIVER BASIN

NRCS
JANUARY 16, 2026

SNOW WATER EQUIVALENT IN GUNNISOMN
Station List

#® Median Peak SWE

Current as of 01/16/2026: — Max
% of Median - 61% Median ('91-'20)
% Median Peak - 27% Min
Days Until Median Peak - 84 5
Pofcantilal o Stats. Shading

2026 (15 sites)
2021 (15 sites)
2020 (15 sites)

Rt Bange Link to data: CSWv /S ISOMN

Median-7.7”
2021-5.4”
2026-5.4"

Snow Water Equivalent (In.)
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SNOW WATER EQUIVALENT
UPPER GUNNISON RIVER BASIN

NRCS
JANUARY 16, 2026

SNOW WATER EQUIVALENT IN UPPER GUNNISON

Reset Range

Current as of 01/16/2026:
% of Median - 67%

% Median Peak - 28%

Days Until Median Peak - 84
Percentile - 10

Median - 6.9”
2021-5.6”

2026 - 4.6”

Link to data: CSV / JSON

Station List

* Median Peak SWE
Max
Median ('91-'20)
e Min
Stats. Shading
2026 (8 sites)
- 2021 (8 sites)
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Gunnison River Basin had arez
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SOIL MOISTURE -10-CM - 1M

9, 2026

AS OF JANUARY
COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

09 Jan 2026

WLDAS 1-meter Soil moisture percentile
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Reservoir Storage - Gunnison Basin

Percent of Storage

Morrow Ridgeway Vouga Taylor Park Blue Mesa Silverjack Paonia



i _ | | RESERVOIR STORAGE
Upper Colorado River Drainage Basin
UPPER COLORADO RIVER BASIN

USBR
w JANUARY 15, 2025

Fontenelle
182056/333960
554 Full

** Flaming Gorge - 82%

Flaming Gor:

A e - < Fontenelle - 55%
“* Morrow Point - 93%

Morrow Point ’:’ Blue Mesa b 510/0

108904,/117025
93% Full

Blue Mesa ’:’ Navajo _ 600/0
418458/627940
51Z Full

N/ +» Lake Powell -27%

i e
Y S
, 584882 1647500 * Total Upper Colorado- 61% of Storage

Capacity

Drainage Area 107,838 Square Miles

Lake Powell
6316202/23314000
27% Full




SUMMARY

Drought conditions have not degraded in the basin over the past six months, improvement has
been seen in the range of 1 to 3 classes

Both precipitation and SWE are below average, 92% and 61% respectively. SWE seems to only be
at SNOTEL site elevation, not in mid and lower elevations. We are still only 1/3rd of the way

through the season so may get some relief in February and March.

Precipitation is trending closely with 2020 and SWE with 2021; both years were dry and warm
years.

Temperature throughout the basin has set records for the warmest in the POR and this has been
ongoing since October 2025.

Soil moisture is still in the 70t to 98t" percentile, possibly due to precipitation events in October

Reservoir storage is near 50% for the entire basin, and at 55% in the upper basin. The Upper
Colorado River storage amount is 61%.
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